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PATH TOWARDS COMMON METHODOLOGIES FOR TF VAW MEASUREMENT



un sTATISTICAL COMMISSION 55TH SESSION, 2024

“Welcomed the progress made on measuring technology-

facilitated violence against women, and requested the 

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the World Health 

Organization, the United Nations Population Fund and other 

partners: (i) to conduct technical consultations, testing and 

piloting, in close collaboration with and with the active 

contribution of national statistical offices; and (ii) to propose 

a statistical framework for standardized internationally 

comparable measures on the topic”



ENGAGING REGIONAL WORKING GROUPS

Asia ad hoc Working 

Group on

Technology-Facilitated 

Violence Against 

Women

Africa Gender Statistics 

Forum

Group of Experts on 

Gender Statistics of the 

Conference of 

European Statisticians

Group of expert on the 

measurement of 

gender-based violence 

against women and 

girls



Updates of the WHO Multi-country survey questionnaire (long 

and short versions) based on ongoing measurement work and 

field learnings  – most recent update: end-2024

2017-18 update included two initial questions on technology-

facilitated violence against women

Conceptualized as a modality of existing forms of violence

Added to question set on controlling behaviours by a 

partner/husband and sexual harassment

Measuring TF VAW: WHO Multi-country Study Questionnaire



● Review and shortlist of questions on TF-VAW in existing 

surveys - significant increase in number of population-based 

VAW surveys/modules with TF-VAW items

● Expert consultations with VAW, health and other survey 

experts ensuring geographical diversity

Ongoing and next steps: WHO MCS Survey instrument



WHO MCS: existing tf vaw questions



MEASURING TF VAW: WHO MULTI COUNTRY STUDY QUESTIONNAIRE



MEASURING TF VAW: DEMOGRAPHIC AND HEALTH SURVEYS





Ongoing and next steps: WHO MCS Survey instrument

Key considerations for inclusion of (additional) TF-VAW questions into existing (VAW) 

surveys

● Denominators – which group of women are we including/excluding when measuring 

TFVAW

● Types of acts included and measured and what ‘constructs’ forms of violence are 

these measured as

● Balance between standardization and capturing country contexts

● Perpetrators – how do we capture and analyse known, unknown and secondary 

perpetrators

● Time frames – past 12 months, lifetime, other

● Reporting practices – combined prevalence or reporting prevalence of TFVAW 

separately

Cognitive testing of questions in diverse settings

Ongoing and next steps: WHO MCS Survey instrument



ETHICAL AND SAFETY GUIDELINES





Thank you
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